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healthcare provider agreed to run viral tests for all arriving Labs 
visitors and students.  

With this backbone, we created a plan based on the concept 
of “pods:” small groups that each function as a “family” after they 
individually quarantine, and then share housing and research 
space, travel together in vehicles, and maintain distance from 
other pods.  We minimize the risk of disease introduction by 
visitors when they arrive (with quarantine and testing) and 

while they are here (with restrictions on 
off-campus travel and enhanced cleaning 
protocols).  We got through the summer with 
no COVID-19 cases!  We ended up running a 
very successful REU program (one of the few 
in the country run in-person), a very full Fish 
Morphology class, and even hosted a small 
cadre of appreciative researchers.  All were 
delighted to be able to be here doing science 
in person, because most had thought it 
would not be possible. 

Following that success we were able to 
run a 3-week Marine Biology in the Field 
course for UW students, and as this newsletter 
goes to press we have 55 students on-site for 
Autumn Quarter: a record for us, including 
20 UW freshman who jumped at the chance 
of starting their university careers in person 
in our supportive community.  For the first 

time, we had parents bringing students to settle in at FHL, and 
it was very gratifying to hear their joy at having the FHL option 
available to their children.

None of these positive outcomes to a difficult year would 
have been possible without the support of our donor community, 
whose past and current contributions allowed us to give higher-
than-average awards to young scientists including the extra 
room and board needed for quarantine time.  The Dean’s Office 
was also invaluable in terms of financial support for staff salaries 
and in helping shepherd our all-important COVID-19 safety plan 
through many university offices.  As always, we are grateful for 
the larger village that cares so strongly about FHL!     n

This year, like much of the world, Friday Harbor Labs has faced 
extraordinary challenges.  For us the central question has been: 
how can research and education safely continue at FHL in the 
midst of a pandemic?  After all, as a field station our value lies in 
our location and on-site resources: access to a wonderful diversity 
of marine habitats and organisms, combined with extensive 
housing, lab, boating, and other research facilities.  In turn, we rely 
on visiting scientists, scholars, and students to support our staff 
and infrastructure.  

So, in early March when it became 
clear that many University of Washington 
processes were going to shift to virtual, 
we started planning for ways to operate 
in-person safely, and working with the 
UW leaders to be allowed to do so.  We 
also worked closely with San Juan County 
officials.  We were largely shut down 
for Spring Quarter – with only essential 
personnel on-site – and cancelled all our 
spring classes except for two that could be 
offered virtually without too much dilution 
of content.  Our Student Services staff quickly 
pivoted to helping the many students who 
had planned to come to FHL instead find 
Seattle-based virtual classes that would fit 
their academic needs.  The Labs’ campus felt 
like a ghost town in April and May!  But this 
allowed our Maintenance crew to do some projects that would 
have been hard had we had a full campus, like replacing the 
walkway/bridge into the main Fernald Lab building.  It also meant 
that our “COVID-19 Site Supervisor” Bern Holthuis (a new role 
added to her normal Operations Manager title) and I had time to 
spend seemingly countless hours drafting a plan to safely run a 
limited summer program for researchers, students, and interns. 

Our situation provides some advantages: being on an island 
whose small population has had few COVID-19 cases, at the end 
of a dead-end road providing a level of isolation from the rest of 
the island, and with many small, self-contained housing units so 

that we can spread people out.  Critically, a local 
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to learn more about myself and my interests … I feel I have 
grown so much here and have made lasting friendships... ”

At the end of the Fish course, this remarkable student gave 
a fascinating research presentation on the tooth biomechanics 
of fruit eating piranhas.  I can report that the outstanding 
quality of her academic effort was matched by the confident 
poise of her delivery.

I’m proud to be part of a program and institution whose 
mission it is to grow the whole scientist.  The diversity and 
commitment of the Adopt-A-Student sponsors are essential 
assets to this endeavor.  Please consider becoming a donor 
or sponsor of the FHL Adopt-A-Student Program and 
Endowment.     n

This past summer the Covid-19 pandemic, like no other 
event in recent history, created a worldwide educational crisis.  
FHL was no less impacted, but rose to meet the challenge with 
a carefully developed plan to make science education “live” at 
FHL.  Funds and sponsors of the Adopt-A-Student community 
became a critical component of this effort.

In summer session B eighteen students, many who were 
recipients of Adopt-A-Student Program support, arrived at 
FHL for the Functional Morphology of Fish course taught 
by Dr. Adam Summers, Dr. Matt Kolmann and Dr. Cassandra 
Donatelli.  Strictly adhering to the COVID-related protocols 
detailed in the cover article, lectures and field trips were in 
person and interactive.  Students had access to the amazing 
array of FHL investigative technologies and pursued individual 
research projects.

For health and safety reasons, Adopt-A-Student sponsors 
had to forgo the customary FHL Dining Hall conviviality of 
meeting and greeting their “adopted” students over lunch.  
Instead, sponsors and adoptees were invited to attend group 
Zoom meetings graciously hosted by Rachel Anderson, 
UW Associate Director for Advancement.  Despite some 
apprehension at its instigation, the new format revealed 
some surprisingly pleasant upsides.  Sponsors could join the 
welcome celebration from wherever they were sequestered 
and, with many faces on the screen, enthusiasm was 
contagious and conversation flourished.

The adoptees for 2020 included bright young women 
and men from diverse backgrounds at different stages of 
their educational careers.  During introductions, younger 
students reflecting on their classmates said they felt a little 
intimidated by the accomplishments of their peers that 
included postgraduates and graduate students.  Recounting 
FHL’s strong reputation for mentorship and inclusiveness, 
sponsors responded with reassuring interest and warmth.  In 
this regard, I want to share a few pertinent excerpts from an 
email that I received later from the youngest adoptee, Coco 
Dawkins, a sophomore from Cornell University.

“….as my classmates and I spent more time together 
supporting each other inside and outside of the labs, I began 
to understand that my curiosity for the natural world around 
me is the only thing I needed to be a successful scientist … 
as long as we were all open to new knowledge, we were all 
equals … this environment has given me the opportunity 

by Flo McAlary

FHL Adopt-a-Student
Program

Coco Dawkins from Cornell University.  Photo: Anna Mehlhorn
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THEJoy OF Being Adopted

Friday Harbor Labs feels timeless; intrinsically safe.  
Ensconced by water and woods, it’s easy to forget an outside 
world which merely probes us with occasional ferries and planes.  
Focus, passion, and learning come easily here.  I’m a product of 
this calm.  Coming here consistently since 2014, I’ve grown to 
regard the Labs as both a workplace and therapeutic retreat.  
This is a second home — a safe place.  Some things, however, are 
too big to be held back by an island.

Putting it mildly, this has been a difficult year.  For all of 
us, the past nine months have been uncertain, frustrating, and 
painful.  In my case, 2020 brought the shuttering of my work 
and collapse of graduate school plans.  Feeling lost, I itched to 
come back to FHL — which has more than once been my place 
of academic pilgrimage.  As it happened, the one Summer B 
course offered was the one I wanted: Functional Morphology and 
Ecology of Marine Fishes (affectionately known as “Fish Class”).

This is where FHL’s Adopt-a-Student Program enters our 
story.  Like most twentysomethings mid-apocalypse,  
I could barely pay for dinner, never mind a five-week class.  However, with only a single course remaining 
for FHL’s entire summer term, a curious set of circumstances arose.  The Adopt-a-Student Program was able 
to offer extremely generous support — resulting in more than half of us being “adopted.” 

With so many adopted students, money was far less of a constraint than it was for applicants in a 
normal year.  In total, eighteen of us made the masked-up journey to FHL.  Besides being a larger course, 
this was also the most diverse Fish Class ever assembled.  After successfully clearing the new quarantine 
procedures and settling into “Pod” life, we discovered that despite all the horrors 2020 had offered, the 
magic of Friday Harbor Labs remained alive and well. 

For a brief, spectacular moment, life returned to normal for us.  Better-than-normal, in fact; given that 
we had seventeen new friends, fantastic fishes, and cutting-edge scientific instruments to play with.  Not 
only was FHL’s single in-person summer course for 2020 conducted safely, but all eighteen of us produced 
fantastic research.  More than a dozen of our abstracts were submitted to academic conferences.  At least 
one student got a job at a lab and many more discovered new research avenues and graduate school leads.  
And, as is the nature of FHL, we all made lifelong friends.

Without the Adopt-a-Student Program, it simply wouldn’t have happened.  We owe it completely to 
the generosity of donors.  This is the Adopt-a-Student Program taken to its highest ideals: taking what 
was inaccessible and impossible for us and making it possible.  I cannot think of greater testament to how 
special this program can be.  It gave so many of us a safe, sane, joyful place to learn — even in the most 
uncertain times.     n  

by Daniel Geldof
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You can help us support future students by giving to the Adopt-a-Student Program 
or its Endowment at giving.uw.edu/FHLfunds
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Flexibility continues to be key!  
Last March when our local schools 
went remote, Jenny Roberts –
program director for the FHL Science 
Outreach Program – was briefly 
stymied on how a hands-on science 
outreach program could work.  She 
quickly realized the most important goal of the program was giving students the 
opportunity to be scientists.  With this in mind, she created materials for almost all 
of the spring scheduled projects, which included San Juan Island School District’s 
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and the Spring Street International School’s 6th 
and 7th grade classes.  She produced PowerPoint presentations for Kindergarten 
(“Scallops, Sea Stars and Me”), 2nd grade (“Is it a Plant or Animal?”) and 3rd grade’s 
Diver for a Day (“How do divers prepare to enter the frigid water of the Salish Sea?”, 
“Water Dynamics” and “The Touch Tank”).  The presentations included photos of 
prior years’ students and activities.  Other projects asked the students to use data 
from previous years’ studies for project analyses.  The local teachers and students 
were most grateful!

Although there is still much uncertainty about how the 2020-2021 school year 
will unfold, we plan to continue to offer support to the Friday Harbor teachers and 
students as needed.  If you are interested in supporting the FHL Science Outreach 
Program or the related FHL Science Outreach Endowed Fund, please contact Rachel 
Anderson at rachelea@uw.edu or make a gift online by visiting  
giving.uw.edu/FHLfunds     n

Photo: Jenny Roberts

Winter Quarter (January 4 - March 13)

RESEARCH APPRENTICESHIP
• Imaging Biology – Techniques, Technology 
 and Tools

Spring Quarter (March 29 - June 4)

The ZOO-BOT PROGRAM
Students participate in 3 courses, plus optional 
seminar:
1. Marine Zoology  
2. Marine Botany     
3. Research in Marine Biology: Biological 
 Response to Changing Ocean Conditions
4.     (optional)  Marine Sciences Seminar

SPRING MARINE STUDIES
Students select a combo of courses for a 
minimum of 12 credits:
1. Marine Mammals of the Salish Sea  
2. Science Writing for Diverse Audiences
3.   Integrative Oceans
4. Introductory Biology 
5. Natural History of the Salish Sea
6. Marine Sciences Seminar

Blinks – NSF Research Internship Program for 
Undergraduates (mid June - early Aug)

Summer Session A (June 14 - July 16)
• Marine Invertebrate Zoology 
• Marine Botany: Diversity & Ecology 
• Comparative Invertebrate Embryology 
• Marine Animal Bioacoustics

Summer Session B (July 19 - August 20)
• Fish Swimming 
• Ecology & Conservation of Marine Birds & 
 Mammals
• Marine Subtidal Ecology
• From Behavior to Robotics: Reverse  
 Engineering the Octopus

Early Autumn (2-3 weeks in Sept)

• Marine Biology in the Field

Autumn Quarter (Sept 29 - Dec 10)

RESEARCH APPRENTICESHIP
• Pelagic Ecosystem Function in the San Juan  
 Archipelago

AUTUMN MARINE STUDIES: TBD     n

COURSES2021

Please check for updated listings at
fhl.uw.edu/courses/course-descriptions/     

FHL Science Outreach Program (FHLSOP)  
  Update

4

In August, we missed coming together with our 
local supporters at the annual Jazz at the Labs.  

This important fundraiser has played a key role in 
supporting the FHLSOP for twenty years now — 

and is an evening that we all look forward to.  Over 
the years the San Juan Jazz Quintet, Seattle’s Jazz 

Coalescence, local businesses and valued community 
members have come together to generously 

support the FHLSOP and the Science Outreach 
Program Endowed Fund.  Please look to our website 

for updates on our next Jazz event — and in the 
meantime, we extend our heartfelt appreciation for 

your support! 
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Research
       Funding 

Carrington, Emily, PI, UW Office of Research. 2019-2021. 

Dethier, Megan, PI, Department of Natural Resources.  Long-
term monitoring and focus studies in shoreline biota in Puget 
Sound. 2013–2021. 

Dethier, Megan, PI; Co-PIs: Jeff Cordell, Jason Toft, Snohomish 
County Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program.  Railroad 
grade beach nourishment planning. 2015-2020. 

Dethier, Megan, subcontract Estuary and Salmon Restoration 
Program; PI: South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group.  
Effects of bulkhead removal on beaches and their biota. 2016-
2020. 

Dethier, Megan, PI; Co-PI: Sam Garson, Kirk Sato, MJ Murdock 
Charitable Trust.  Implications of ocean acidification and 
deoxygenation for plankton in Friday Harbor, Salish Sea. 2020-
2021.

Foe, Victoria, PI, Seaver Institute.  FHL TEM. 2020-2021. 

Hodin, Jason, PI, NOAA PNW B-WET program.  Bonds across 
the water. 2019-2020. 

Hodin, Jason, PI; Co-PI: Richard Strathmann, Nature 
Conservancy.  Sunflower star rearing. 2019-2021.

Hodin, Jason, PI, NSF EDGE program.  Tools to advance 
genomic studies in sea urchins. 2019-2023. 

Hodin, Jason, PI, NOAA Education Grant.  OA on the way: 
a mobile-compatible ocean acidification lab and tutorial for 
VirtualUrchin. 2020-2021.

Hodin, Jason, Co-PI; other Co-PIs: Matt Edwards, Brian 
Gaylord, Brent Hughes, Sean Place, Aurora Ricart, Mackenzie 
Zippay.  A multi-pronged approach to kelp recovery along 
California’s north coast. 2020-2022.

Summers, Adam, Co-PI, Seaver Institute.  Evolutionary history 
of fish bones. 2019-2020. 

Summers, Adam, Co-PI, NSF.  oVert: Open exploration of 
vertebrate diversity in 3D. 2017-2021. 

Summers, Adam, PI, NSF.  3D Morphology. 2018-2021. 

Summers, Adam, PI; Co-PI: Stacy Farina, NSF.  Research 
Experience for Undergraduates. 2019-2021.

Swalla, Billie, PI, NSF.  BEACON  “Bio/Computational Evolution 
in Action CONsortium.”  Fosters interactions between 
computer scientists, engineers, and evolutionary biologists to 
solve contemporary problems. 2011–2020.

Truman, Jim, PI; Co-PI: Lynn Riddiford, Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute.  Crustacean Neurobiology. 2016-2025.      n

FHL Science Outreach Program (FHLSOP)  
  Update

Congratulations to Ayla Ridwan, who was awarded FHLSOP’s 2020 
Young Investigator Prize.  Ayla has just started her senior year at 
Friday Harbor High School.  She has maintained a 3.98 GPA.  Her other 
accomplishments include a scholarship to the Salish Sea Sciences 
Program, the Principal’s Honor Roll, member of the National Honors 
Society, Key Club, Orca Bowl, tennis team and ASB co-class president.

Ayla’s passion for science has been shown 
not only through the classes she has 
taken (Biology, Chemistry, Oceanography, 
AP Calculus AB, AP Physics), but also her 
community involvement with climate and 
environment concerned activities.  As a 
freshman, Ayla founded the FHHS’s Eco 
Club for which she organized climate strikes 
and marches, and also traveled to Olympia 
to speak with our state representatives 
about climate-related interests.  As an Eco 
Club member, she also took part in two 
environment/conservation competitions: 
Imagine Tomorrow and the Samsung 
Challenge.  In addition, she mentored four 3rd grade girls on a project to 
rid the oceans of microplastics as part of the Exploravision competition.

As the 2020 Young Investigator Prize winner, Ayla Ridwan spent the 
majority of her summer working with CT (computed tomography) 
data.  She worked with CT data collected by Jonathan Huie in Dr. 
Adam Summers’ biomechanics lab.  Ayla spent much of the summer 
separating fish in different CT scans, then used 3D Slicer software to 
separate the pharyngeal jaw from each of the fish.  Ayla also learned 
how to use a laser cutter and 3D printers.  She was able to apply this 
new knowledge to create pieces of a respirometry system for an 
experiment that was being conducted at the University of Montana.  
Towards the end of her internship, Ayla used the 3D Slicer software to 
isolate the skull of a fish and 3D print it.  Ayla was also able to do field 
work with the undergraduate students at FHL, participating in tidepool 
bailouts, seining at Jackson Beach, and collecting tide pool specimens at 
Cattle Point.  Ayla proved herself as a valuable member of this summer’s 
fish team pod!     n

Photo: Kathleen Ballard
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Whiteley Center
20th Anniversary

We welcome you in celebrating this important milestone  
and honoring both Helen Riaboff Whiteley and  

Arthur Whiteley. 

When Arthur founded the Helen Riaboff Whiteley Center 
in Helen’s memory, he led with a determined vision.  His 

goal was to offer a retreat, a phrontistery, located at Friday 
Harbor Labs to benefit “scholars” from all fields.  

We had planned to join together with a festive celebration, 
but because it wasn’t the year for that, we instead decided 

on an online Retrospective.  We reached out to all past 
Whiteley Scholars asking them to share their individual 
experiences with us.  Their responses are amazing!   We 

invite you to visit the FHL website and share in the 
Whiteley Center Retrospective.

We are also extremely grateful for the many donations 
we have received to mark this important occasion.  If you 
would like to submit a tribute or make a donation, please 
contact Rachel Anderson at rachelea@uw.edu or make a 

gift online at tinyurl.com/WhiteleyCtr 

We applaud Arthur for his vision in creating the Center, 
and offer a heartfelt thank you to the many dedicated 

individuals involved with the Whiteley Center’s success!     n

Katherine Beckett, UW Law. Worked on completing book 
manuscript: Ending Mass Incarceration. 

Sharon Birzer, Artist. Recipient of the Macfarlane Artist 
Fellowship. 

Michael Honey, UW Tacoma, African American History, Labor, 
Ethnic Studies. Worked on memoir: history and his participation 
in the freedom movement in the American South during the 
“post-civil rights” era. 

Habiba Ibrahim, UW English. Focused on book project Ocean 
Lifespans: Black Age and the Making of Historical Time. 

Jonathan Ilgen, UW Harborview Medical Center. (ER Doctor 
Retreat). Expert reasoning in the context of ill-structured clinical 
problems: Exploring experiences and sources of ‘comfort with 
uncertainty’. 

Bettina Judd, UW Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies. 
Concentrated work related to how Black women artists produce 
Black feminist thought through the creative process. 

Priti Ramamurthy, UW Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies. 
Worked on co-authored book The Country and the City: Towards 
a Poetics of Informal Economy Lifeworlds in India. 

Bonnie Rough, Author. Continued writing The Wolf Creek 
Project, a personal memoir in essays. 

Mark Sullivan, UW Psychiatry. Focused work on patient-
centeredness, The Right to Pain Relief and other Deep Roots of the 
Opioid Epidemic. 

Christopher Teuton, UW American Indian Studies.  
Concentrated on publication Cherokee Earth Dwellers.    n

SOME OF THE WHITELEY 
SCHOLARS HOSTED IN 2020:

Shoshanah
by Sarah LaRue, Whiteley Scholar

My grandmother is the ocean now 
roaring always somewhere 

even when quiet here and now 
her smooth surface breaks into waves

 
She resists and yields at once 
in magnitudinal power tides 
pulled heavy from the moon 
in consort with the sun and 

of service to the earth
 

I know her without seeing her 
hear legends of her raging depth

feeling her live in each coastal drop
 

She swells around my ankles
to let me feel my roots

when instinct crashes over me 
It is her — urging moments into eternity

Remembering Researchers 

Photo: Kathleen Ballard



7

We got the sad news recently that Dr. Bruce Miller, a long time 
UW and FHL instructor, researcher, and all-around great person, 
has passed away.  I met Bruce in 1993 when I was a student in the 
summer fish course he taught with Karel Liem.  Bruce was Karel’s 
“straight man” in any number of ways.  He asked the questions that 
started Karel’s story machine, he stepped in to ID fishes when Karel 
was so far off-base he was in the wrong Family, and he continually 
brought the students and teaching fellows back to the fundamental 
questions of a natural historian: Why is that fish there?  What is it 
doing?  How is it interacting with its environment?  

The kindness that Bruce radiated made him the most 
approachable of colleagues.  He had a brilliant mind, with a deep and 
accessible command of the literature.  But he was also excited by the 
small and seemingly insignificant advances made by students in the 
class.  He communicated this excitement with on-point questions 
and suggestions for where the research could go.  In this way he 
was the consummate mentor, because he instinctively and honestly 
considered all the young scientists surrounding him to be colleagues, 
nascent scientists worthy of respect and consideration.  

He and his wife Marie were bright lights at the Labs; they made 
the summers shine with enthusiasm and good cheer.  Marie has 
also passed on now, but Dennis Willows says that in those years she 
would request a different apartment each summer.  The reason?  She 
loved the wood furnishings but felt they needed some love, and 
spent days refinishing tables and chairs by hand.  They both gave 
much more than they got at FHL.  

Bruce also kept us aware of the sea as a resource – as shown 
by his enthusiasm for a plate of sandlance prepared by a student 
as “fries with eyes” –  and those of use who spent time with him 
developed an appreciation for the strong tie between humanity and 
sea.  I am lucky to have known Bruce Miller, I am sad at his passing, 
and like many of us at Friday Harbor Labs I was changed by his life.  
Bruce’s family has asked that memorial contributions be made to the 
FHL Discretionary Fund, at tinyurl.com/FHLDiscretion     n

Steve Wainwright Bruce Miller 

FHL lost a great and long-term friend last December – Dr. Stephen 
A. Wainwright.  Steve brought the field of comparative biomechanics 
to FHL and the world, using principles of engineering and physics 
to study how animals move and function.  With Steven Vogel and 
Mimi Koehl, he ran the first FHL Biomechanics course in 1979.  
These summer classes were attended by students from around the 
world who now make up a significant proportion of who’s-who in 
biomechanics.  Beth Brainerd, Adam Summers, and Emily Carrington 
at FHL, and Tom Daniel at UW-Seattle are direct or indirect ‘products’ 
of these courses, and many other scientists remain connected to FHL 
through their initial experience in this transformative course.  

Steve’s research sought to understand general principles of the 
design of plants and animals.  He worked on organisms as diverse 
as sea fans, reef corals, shark skin, marlin backbones, whale blubber, 
anemone tentacles, coconut palms and elastic seaweeds.  His book, 
Mechanical Design in Organisms, established the fledgling field 
in 1976 and is still widely used today.  He was an exuberant and 
memorable teacher, and an extraordinary mentor.  Steve Vogel 
wrote about him in 2007: “I have not met his equal in sensing the 
special talents of diverse individuals and gently launching and 
effectively supporting them as they defined and explored their 
separate domains.”  In 2000 one of Steve’s sons, Dr. Peter Wainwright, 
established the Stephen and Ruth Wainwright Endowed Fellowship 
to provide financial assistance to graduate students studying 
functional morphology at FHL.  This fund has enabled dozens of 
students to take classes or conduct independent research that carries 
on Steve’s passions – and as is wholly appropriate, Wainwright fellows 
are now established in research careers around the world.  You 
may help support future fellows by donating to this Endowment at 
tinyurl.com/WainwrightFellow     n 

by Megan Dethier & Adam Summers

Remembering Researchers 

Above (L): Steve on a boat trip for the first Biomechanics course taught at 
FHL (photo: Mimi Koehl).  Above (R): Steve when he was last in residence at FHL’s 
Whiteley Center (photo: Kathleen Ballard).  Upper right: Bruce Miller (left) and 
Craig Staude (right) admiring a ratfish.  

by Adam Summers



Eliza recently started as a postdoctoral fellow at FHL 
under the Smithsonian’s Marine Global Earth Observatory 
(MarineGEO) program.  MarineGEO comprises a global network 
of partners focused on understanding changes in marine 
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning through coordinated 
monitoring programs and globally networked experiments.  

FHL is officially MarineGEO’s newest 
network partner as of 2020, thanks 
to generous support from Nancy 
Hogan, and coordination by both Billie 
Swalla and Megan Dethier.  As the 
Hogan MarineGEO-FHL postdoc, Eliza 
wears two hats: (1) developing long-
term monitoring programs for new 
MarineGEO sites in the Salish Sea, and 
(2) conducting original research on the 
effects of urbanization in the marine 
environment.

Long-term monitoring programs 
under the auspices of MarineGEO-
FHL will focus on kelp and eelgrass 
beds.  Eliza is working collaboratively 
with MarineGEO partners at the 

Hakai Institute in B.C. and other West Coast marine labs to 
develop shared protocols for kelp bed monitoring.  These will 
be implemented via SCUBA at several San Juan Island sites in 
the months and years to come.  Eliza also joined forces with 
Drew Harvell and her team in summer 2020 to expand eelgrass 
monitoring in the San Juan Islands and collect new data that 
align with MarineGEO’s global seagrass monitoring efforts.

In her own research, Eliza has long been fascinated by urban 
marine ecosystems and marine urbanization.  As a PhD student 
at UW and in prior postdoctoral work at the National University 
of Singapore, she studied urban-related distribution patterns 
in a range of taxa, from kelps to reef-building corals to giant 
Pacific octopus.  Her past work has also explored the ecological 
impacts of artificial structures such as seawalls and underwater 
pipelines, and has evaluated potential eco-engineering 
solutions for ameliorating these impacts. 

At FHL, Eliza is examining species interactions and functional 
traits of algal turfs – a group of seaweeds that are rapidly 
expanding on urban coasts and that are structurally less 
complex than foundation species (like kelp) that they replace, 
resulting in biodiversity losses.  By better understanding the 
factors influencing turf dominance, she aims to develop new 
models and tools for restoring ecosystem functioning in urban 
areas and preventing functional losses on shorelines where 

human population density is on the rise.     n                  

AT FHLPostdoc-ing
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Adopt-A-Student Program Endowed Fund 

Adopt-A-Student Program Fund

Comparative Biomechanics Fund

Anne Hof Blinks Fellowship in Marine Biology

Beatrice Crosby Booth Endowed Scholarship

Calvin Postdoc Term Fellowship

Emily Carrington Endowed Student Travel Support Fund 

FHL Discretionary Fund for Excellence 

Ellie Dorsey Memorial Fund

Patricia L. Dudley Endowment

Robert L. Fernald Endowment Fellowship

Janet L. Fahey & Richard R. Vance Endowed Graduate Fellowship in  
 Marine Ecology

FHL Ph.D. Graduate Support & TA Fellowship

Alexander Fodor Graduate Student Endowed Fellowship

Graubard  Ph.D.  Term Fellowship

Harvell/Greene Cornell Connection Endowed Scholarship

Paul Illg Distinguished Lectureship  

Paul L. Illg Scholarship Fund 

Dynamic Imaging Maintenance Fund

FHL Science Outreach Program K-12 Endowed Fund 
K-12 Science Outreach Program Fund 

Alan J. Kohn Endowed Fellowship 

Eugene N. Kozloff Endowed Scholarship

Charles Lambert Memorial Endowment

Karel F. Liem Fish Biology Endowment

Macfarlane Artist Fellowship
Macfarlane Art Studio Endowment 

Marine Life Endowed Faculty Fellowship

Marine Life Endowment
Marine Science Fund
William & Florence McAlary-McFarland Family Endowment for  
 Student Support

Larry McEdward Memorial Fund

Mellon Research Training Faculty Scholarship

Trish Morse Endowed Scholarship – Japan / U.S. Exchange 

Edward Sylvester Morse Institute 

Frederic H. and Kirstin C. Nichols Endowed Graduate Fellowship

Brooks and Suzanne Ragen Endowed Scholarship 

Christopher G. Reed Endowed Fund 

Research Apprenticeship Program Endowment 

Graduate Research Fellowship Endowment 

Riddiford/Truman Endowed Professorship

Gordon and Helen Robilliard Marine Field Equipment Endowment

Pamela Roe Graduate Student Endowed Fund

Seagrass Conservation Project

Kenneth P. Sebens Endowed Student Support Fund 

Richard R. and Megumi F. Strathmann Endowed Fellowship

Turn Point Endowed Faculty Fellowship 
Stephen and Ruth Wainwright Endowed Fellowship
Helen Riaboff Whiteley Center Endowment Fund 

Arthur H. Whiteley Memorial Fund

Dennis Willows Director’s Endowed Professorship     n

FUNDS &  ENDOWMENTS

To support FHL current-use and endowed funds, please visit
giving.uw.edu/FHLfunds

Eliza Heery



We wish to acknowledge our many contributors 
   for their kind and generous support of students and programs at FHL.  

Thank you

Photo at top: lilly3/iStock/Thinkstock

FOR YOUR SUPPOR T
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Sea Star Society Members are donors who contributed $1,000 or more this past year.

Sea Star Society 

Karen & Barry Ache
Sarah Armstrong
Marcus Berliant & Clara Asnes
Judith Bland
Anne Boettcher & Daniel Martin
Elizabeth Brainerd & Timothy Hiebert
Glen & Debra Bruels
Katherine Graubard & William Calvin
Michael Cavey
Brian Clark & Rachel Merz
Thomas Daniel & Jane Baird
Victoria Seaver Dean
John & Holly Delaney
Megan Dethier & David Duggins
Richard Emlet
Richard Vance & Janet Fahey
Joan Ferraris & Jon Norenburg
Janelle & Stephen Fodor
April & Gary Ford
Melissa & Charles Froland
Masahisa Fujita
George & Lisa Goslow
Inta Gotelli
Michael & Carolyn Hadfield
C. Drew Harvell & Charles Greene
Carolyn Haugen
Colin Hermans
Patricia & Jeffrey Hite
Margaret & Richard Hudson

Islam Family Foundation
Mary Johanson
John Howieson 
Alan Kabat
Susan Kidwell
Alvin & Verla Kwiram
Gretchen Lambert
Susanne Lawrenz-Miller & Alan Miller
Jeffrey Levinton & Joan Miyasaki
Laura & Samuel Long
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr. Family Foundation
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Robert & Janet Macfarlane
Macfarlane Foundation
Susan Mahoney
Florence McAlary
Catherine McFadden & Paul Clarke
Douglas & Maureen Miller
Claudia Mills
M. Patricia Morse
Frederic & Kirstin Nichols
Claus Nielsen
Lesley & Kenneth Nilsson
Bruce Nyden
Joann Otto
Dianna Padilla
Rita Pampanin
James Perry & Bethany Econopouly
Anthony & Wendy Pires

Pohlad Family Fund
Yvonne Powell
Michael Racy
Suzanne Ragen
Mary E. Rice
Lynn Riddiford & James Truman
Gordon & N. Helen Robilliard
Pamela Roe Family Trust
Lynn & Alan Roochvarg
San Juan Island Community Island Foundation
Kevin Schofield
Helen Scovell & Colin Summers
Richard C. Seaver Charitable Trust
The Seaver Institute
Barbara Selby (D)
Richard & Megumi Strathmann
Andy Studebaker (D)
Billie Swalla
Susan Hawes-Swindells
The Nature Conservancy
Richard Vance & Janet Fahey
Benjamin Walcott
Charles Walcott
Dennis Willows
Sarah Woodin & David Wethey
Cheryl & Russel Zimmer     n

FHL Contributors

Jonathan Allen
Gregory Anderson & Patsy Dickinson
Rachel & Mark Anderson
Dianne Aprile
Michael Baltzley & Maia Jones
Kristen Barta
Linda Beidleman
Sarah Berke

Charles & Mei Tsu Birkeland
Sharon Birzer
John & Carol Bishop
Susan Bock & Gregory Clark
E. Sanford Branscomb
Gayle Brenchley & Susan White
Margaret Brucia
Gwen Burzycki

John Carrier
Alex Cheroske
Sharon Chia
Stephen Clayton
Rita & Richard Cloney
Daniel Cloud
Ilsa & Roger Coleman
Shannon Cram

Gifts received from November 2019 - November 2020   (D): deceased.
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Thank you FOR YOUR SUPPOR T (CONTINUED)

William Cruce
Crystal Seas Kayaking
Carla D’Antonio & Thomas Dudley
Robert Dash
Anne Dazey
Norman & Teresa De Graaff
Eric De Place
Jody Deming
Ruth Dickey
Christopher Dungan
Charisse & John Dwyer
Timothy Dwyer
Charles & Christine Eaton
Edward Eddy
Rivka Eisner
Gerald & Linda Erickson
Gordon & Margery Fain
Shannon Fairres
Rita & Donald Fisher
Martha & David Fitzpatrick
Nancy Fitzsimmons
FNTS Holdings, LLC
Hirosuke Fujisawa
Luis & Olga Fuste
Rhanor & Martha Gillette
Albert & Della Lee Gordon
Ellen Gottheil & Mark Hamblin
Carl & Bonnie Granquist
John Greger Jr.
Mary & James Guard
Don Gunderson
LaVerne Hampel
Steven Hamrin
Eleanor Hartmann
Eugene Helfman & Judith Meyer
Gordon Hendler
Stephen Herbert & Anne Sylvester
Carole Hickman
Susan Hine
Eric Hoberg
Taina Honkalehto & Edward Melvin
Elizabeth Howe & Leonard Passano
Tom Hunter
Intel
Erika & Vikram Iyengar
George Jackson & Ellen Toby
Laurinda Jaffe & Mark Terasaki
Robert Johnson
William Jones & Bette Nicotri

Richard & Ann Kaiser
Carol & William Kem
Stephen & Rita Kempf
Sonal Khullar
Kiwanis Club of Friday Harbor
George Kowallis
Lisa Richards 
James & Ella Markham
Julia Marks
Yoshihiko Maruyama
Irina Masinovsky
Charles McCarty
Mark & Tracy McClintock
Judith Meyer & Eugene Helfman
Ronald & Carol Miles
Bruce Miller (D)
Kathy Miller
Toni Mirosevich
Marilyn & Scott Montgomery
George & Pauline Mulligan
Barbara Mutscheller
Mary Neumann
Sue Miller Nightingale
Mark Ohman & Cynthia Claxton
P.P. Holdings, LLC
Benjamin Packard
Wayne Palsson
Mario & Nellie Pamatmat
Edward & Insuk Park
Dale Pederson
Daniel Penttila
Robert Podolsky
Robert Price
Midge Raymond & John Yunker
Lisa Richards
Courtney Richmond
John Robertson
Véronique Robigou-Nelson & Bruce Nelson
Mark & Sandra Ronan
San Juan Excursions
Vijay & Mary Sarthy
Allen & Joan Schuetz
Alex Shapiro
Richard & Harriet Showman
Charles Simenstad & Stephanie Martin
James Slock
Craig Smith & Melissa Smith-Zaninovich
Nancy Smith
Patricia Smith

Karen & James Spaulding
Raymond Stephens
Brent Stewart
Andrea & Walter Stile
Suzanne Stokoe & William Phillips
Karla & Saul Strieb
Thomas & Cindy Suchanek
Lynda Sugino
Kimbal Sundberg & Debra Clausen
Sherman Suter
Alison Taylor
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Erik Thuesen
Lisa Tubach
Gay & Richard Vogt
Sam Wainright
Susan Wenberg
Windermere Real Estate SJI
Janet Wingert
Marjorie Wonham
J. Tim Wootton & Catherine Pfister
Russell & Sylvia Yamada
John Yunker & Midge Raymond     n

Megan Dethier, Director    
mdethier@uw.edu

Rachel Anderson,  Assoc. Director for 
Advancement 
rachelea@uw.edu

For more information about supporting FHL, 
please contact us:

Please see the UW Office of Planned Giving 
web page for additional information
https://tinyurl.com/uwCARESact

CARES Act: 

For the tax year 2020, the CARES 
Act has several provisions that 
could affect your charitable  
donations – particularly with 
regard to cash gifts and minimum 
required distributions. 
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This is a time that requires action.  A critical issue we 
are addressing at FHL is how we acknowledge and support 
the Black Lives Matter movement — right now and going 
forward.  For some time we have been participating in the 
College’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) committee, 
but had not broadly internalized our responsibility to take 
concrete steps to deconstruct the racism that is pervasive in 
STEM and academia at large. 

In March of 2020, we established FHL’s own DEI 
committee.  The group includes staff, faculty, postdoctoral, 
and graduate student representatives, all dedicated to 
pursuing actionable change in partnership with community 
members and UW leadership.  The committee is outlining 
actions that will promote inclusion and equity for Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) in our unit.  We 
want and need to commit to making real change going 
forward.  This autumn we have focused on the FHL Seminar 
Series to achieve an equitable balance of speakers of varying 
race, background and age, thus giving students the correct  
view of who scientists truly are.  In the very near future, we 
hope to hire a postdoc who broadens the diversity of our 
academic team.

We will continue to expand our strong summer research 
internship program that focuses on under-represented 
students.  This program draws on funding from NSF’s 
Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) and BEACON 
programs, and our FHL Anne Hof Blinks Endowment.  Recent 
research has shown that hands-on, mentored research along 
with competitive summer salaries is key to supporting a 
group of diverse scientists.  In the last two years, our REU 
program has involved many BIPOC students and 6 Black 
mentors, some of whom started their scientific careers as 
students at FHL and are now faculty members at various 
institutions across the country; this kind of mentorship is 
priceless.  Our interns are also supported with scholarship 
funding to attend a professional meeting to present posters 
on their research and receive well-earned acknowledgement 
as valued members of the scientific community.

Earlier this summer we wrote about the successes of our 
REU program as part of a nomination process for the 2020 
Human Diversity Award from the Organization of Biological 

Professor
Megan Dethier,

FHL Director

Field Stations (OBFS).  This annual award “recognizes 
unique activities, programs, or approaches (funded or 
unfunded) that increase the involvement, engagement, 
and sustainability of underrepresented groups in field 
science.”  We are proud to say that we got the award!  In 
their letter, OBFS called out FHL’s “mentoring process both 
from engaging students in the role of mentee and mentor, 
as well as matching students with BIPOC mentors,” noting 
that our process exemplifies “the role of mentoring in 
supporting underrepresented students to enter, stay, and 
succeed in science.”  The letter continues: “Additionally, 
providing funding for undergraduate students … highlights 
an important facet of support for making science more 
accessible.  Overall the sense of belonging and community 
you are able to foster is an important step in making the 
culture of science more inclusive.”

We share credit for this award with the 
late John Blinks, who had the foresight 
in 1996 to create a fund for students of 
diverse backgrounds to take FHL courses 
and do research here, and with Billie 
Swalla who secured BEACON grants with 
a similar focus.  A huge shout-out goes to 
our NSF-REU Summer Internship Program 
organizer Adam Summers, and to the 
program’s co-PIs and coordinators over 
the years, including Vik Iyengar (pictured), 
Sophie George and Stacy Farina.  We are very proud of these 
programs and the young scientists they have supported!     n

11Photo at top: burnsboxco/iStock/Thinkstock

Director’s Message...
Photo: Kathleen Ballard
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620 University Road
Friday Harbor,  WA 98250

Change Service Requested

friday harbor laboratories

College of the Environment

Safe learning  
Left: Summer 2020 intern 

Lydia Naughton holding catch 
onboard R/V Kittiwake.  

Photo: Stacy Farina

Bottom left: Monti Starris Jr. 
holds a Pycnopodia (sunflower 

star) in lab.  Photo: Dan DiNicola

Right: Jaida Elcock wears a 
hardhat while collecting fish 

aboard Kittiwake.

Below: A group of new Autumn 
quarter arrivals practice social 

distancing on a breakwater float 
after passing their COVID tests.  

Photo: Megan Dethier 

To learn more about FHL, please 
visit our website at 

fhl.uw.edu.   Interested in 
receiving our monthly Tide Bite 

e-mail about FHL 
research?  Please sign up on the 

FHL News page:   
                  tinyurl.com/FHLnews.


